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IMPORTANT
PHONE NUMBERS
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When calling the school, please use the following phone directory for direct access:
School Phone Number -939-6862
Main Office (Mrs. Shope) – press 0
Attendance Line – press 3
Nurse – press 4
Guidance - press 5
Cafeteria – press 6
Fax – 939-3487
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WELCOME, or welcome back to the John C. Kunkel Elementary School for the 2011-12 school year.  For those of you who may be new to the Kunkel School or are returning veterans, I will be posting a newsletter similar to this one on the Kunkel website on a BI-MONTHLY basis.  The newsletter provides information on programs and activities as well as information about the previous and next months' events.  Happy New Year!!!

Sincerely, 
Dr. Chelton Hunter, Principal 













 PARENT - TEACHER CONFERENCES
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Are scheduled for February 3rd and 6th.  There are alternative times available to meet with your child’s teacher.  If an alternative time is needed, please contact your child’s teacher via email or by calling the school at 939-6862.  We appreciate your support by attending parent-teacher conferences as it is one of the most important events to understand how your child is progressing at school.  Please be aware that if you do not attend parent-teacher conferences your child will not receive their report card.  The only way the report card will be released is if you make contact with your child’s classroom teachers.

ADMINISTERING MEDICATIONS IN SCHOOL
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When the School Nurse is asked to administer prescription or non-prescription medications during the school day, your child’s physician and a parent/guardian must sign a student medication card.  Student medication cards are available in the Nurse's Office.  Please contact the school nurse with any questions 939-6862 press 4.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We are still seeking more adult volunteers to help with the lunch time running club at Fink.  Volunteers will help by encouraging students and punching distance cards to help track how far students run or walk, and will be needed between 12:50-1:00 P.M.  If you are interested in learning more, please contact Ms. Chaffinch (Fink’s P.E. teacher) at mchaffinch@raiderweb.org.  Thanks!
	
[image: C:\Users\cheltonhunter\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\50CGT0NS\MC900230784[1].wmf]
Just a Few Things:

Picture this: Good readers form mental pictures as they read.  To improve your child’s comprehension, read a book without letting them see it.  Then, ask them to guess what the illustrations look like.  Examples: How are the characters dressed?  Is the setting bright or gloomy?

Raising good sports: You can teach your child to be a good sport by being one yourself.  When you attend a game, clap and cheer for players who try hard, even if they’re on the other team. You’ll help your child learn to be gracious to everyone in the game.





[image: ]
Bullying: The Bystander’s Role
Q: My child came home from school upset because kids were picking on a classmate and wouldn’t let her play with them.  What advice should I give my daughter?

A: Tell your child that her classmate was being bullied and that she has the power to help stop it!  
There are several things she can do.  She could start by standing up to the bully and saying something like, “That’s not nice.”  Then, she might ask the child who is being bullied to join her in a game or school project.
Also, remind your child to report bullying to a teacher or other adult when she sees it.  Let her know this is not tattling, but a way to help someone who is being hurt.  You can explain: “Asking an adult to help a child who is being bullied is like asking the nurse to help a child with a scraped knee.”


HOW CAN PARENTS SUPPORT THEIR CHILDREN IN SCHOOL
	
There are many ways you can support your child’s learning and school.  Here are a few ideas:
· Spend a few minutes every evening looking over handouts your child brings home from school.  Fill out the forms and return them the next day.
· Ask your child about their day at school and ask specific follow up questions like, “What did you learn today?”
· Tell your child’s teachers if you can help out in any way at school.
· Make sure your child’s teachers know that you appreciate their efforts by sending thank you notes or a short email.
· Contact your child’s teacher immediately if you see a problem.  Working together will help your child succeed.
· Attend conferences, parent meetings and school events regularly.



















January
9th – Kunkel PTO Meeting @ 6:30 in the LGI Room
16th – Martin Luther King, Jr. Day - No School for Students - Staff Development for Teachers
24th – End of the 2nd Marking Period  
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February 
2nd – Team Jersey Dress Down Day
3rd & 6th – Parent Teacher Conferences- No School for Students 
14th – Red & Pink Dress Down Day 
20th – Presidents’ Day – No School 
24th – Crazy Hat Dress Down Day 
28th  - Progress Reports Issued (3rd Marking Period)
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