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WELCOME
, or welcome back to the John C. Kunkel Elementary School for the 2011-12 school year.  For those of you who may be new to the Kunkel School or are returning veterans, I will be posting a newsletter similar to this one on the Kunkel website on a BI-MONTHLY basis.  The newsletter provides information on programs and activities as well as information about the previous and next months' events.  
Sincerely, 
Dr. Chelton Hunter, Principal 
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IMPORTANT
PHONE 
NUMBERS
When calling the school, please use the following phone directory for direct access:
School Phone Number -939-6862
Main Office 
(Mrs. Shope
) – press 0
Attendance Line – press 3
Nurse – press 4
Guidance - press 5
Cafeteria – press 6
Fax – 939-3487
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Dress Code Reminders
-
Appropriate foot covering must be worn for health and safety reasons. The wearing of flip-flops or open-toed sandals is strictly forbidden.
-Clothing or footwear that may cause a distraction to the educational environment is strictly forbidden.  An example would be sneakers with built in lights or music tones that are set off by contact.
-The wearing of shorts is at the discretion of the parents.
) (
SCHOOL HOURS
The instructional day begins at 9:00 AM and ends at 3:45 PM.  Bus riders have no control over their arrival time in the morning, but we ask those students who get a ride to school in the morning not 
to 
be dropped off until after 8:30 AM.  We open the doors for students at 8:30
 AM
 and we ask that they not arrive at school before that time -- there is no adult supervision until 8:30
 AM
.
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We are still seeking more adult volunteers to help with the lunch time running club at Fink.  Volunteers will help by encouraging students and punching distance cards to help track how far students run or walk, and will be needed between 12:50-1:00 P.M.  If you are interested in learning more, please contact Ms. Chaffinch (Fink’s P.E. teacher) at 
mchaffinch@raiderweb.org
.  Thanks!
)
 
 (
STUDENT DROP-OFF AND PICK-UP
    
One of our primary focuses this year is to make sure that the children who attend Kunkel Elementary School are transported to and from school in a safe and orderly manner.  If your child is dropped off or picked up at school you will see that the District has added new traffic markings to the parking lot area.  In addition, we have added a few new procedures to the drop off and pick up area. 
The first change for car riders will be the location of the drop off and pick up area.  This new area has been relocated to the back lobby of the school (Door #2), closest to the docking area, where the athletic fields are located.  Due to this change, the main lobby entrance should only be used when consultation with school personnel is necessary.  In addition, school staff will not be posted to supervise this area until 8:30 a.m., which means students should never be dropped off before this time unless your child is in the daycare program.     
Another change, which will enable traffic to enter and exit in a safe manner, is the traffic markings on the parking lot.  As you enter the Kunkel lot from Lumber Street, you will notice two distinct colors of traffic lanes.  Parents wishing to drop off their child without exiting their vehicle should follow the yellow arrows to the stopping area located near door #2 (back school lobby).  School personnel will be located in this area to help your child exit the vehicle.  We ask that you have your child exit from the right side of the vehicle only, which will eliminate the need for students to walk in between other vehicles.   In addition, we ask that parents not exit the vehicle for any reason while within the parent drop off lane.   Parents wishing to escort their child to the back lobby entrance or visit the office should follow the white arrows, park in the visitor parking stalls and carefully cross the lot to the building.  These spaces are located closest to the school and will allow easy access to either designated area.
Since safety is of great concern in these high traffic situations, we ask that all parents obey these new traffic patterns.  This will help to ensure that the drop off and pick up times are safe and secure for both parents and most importantly the young boys and girls who attend Kunkel.  Thank you in advance for your support in following these new drop-off and pick up procedures.
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FUND RAISER
  
Each year Kunkel School and the PTO participates in a Fall fundraiser to support our Student Activities Account.  This singular fund raising effort must earn sufficient money to provide many activities throughout the school year.  For example, last year the fundraiser helped support several grade levels offset the overall costs of their fieldtrips.  In addition, we purchase reading materials, school supplies, Christmas gifts, motivational awards, certificates and pins.  There are also class picnics and other special activities throughout the year that require funding.
This year's sale will begin in September and extend through 
until early October with p
ick up listed for early November.  More specific information will be coming home with your child shortly.  The product line we will be selling this year consists of several items like cookie dough, chocolate, pretzels, wrapping paper and many other wonderful items. 
This sale is 
extremely
 important to us and we ask that you give it your full support to make it the best ever.
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KUNKEL ELEMENTARY FALL 2011
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SAFETY & SECURITY
In conjunction with our building security measures, security cameras, and 
100% lockdown
 each 
day
, the School District has also developed a comprehensive Safety and Security Plan.  This plan consists of guidelines to be followed in the event of a variety of possible emergency situations.  The plan covers everything from intruders in the school, to weapons, weather emergencies and natural disasters, as well as chemical spills and utility emergencies.
Faculty and staff were trained on the implementation of emergency procedures for contingencies in the plan.  Each teacher has a flip chart on the desk in the classroom to help guide him or her through emergency situations, should they arise.  This is a major effort in the Middletown Area School District to ensure the safest possible school environment for our children.  
In addition, once or twice a month we will practice certain safety drills like fire drills, intruder in the building, and severe weather drills to make sure we are prepared if something were to happen.  Therefore, if your child comes home from school scared or nervous about practicing these kinds of drills please reassure them that we do this to make everyone safe and secure.  Thank you for your cooperation in this very important matter. 
)






















SEPTEMBER
16th – Red, White, and Blue Dress Down Day
22nd – Open House – 6:30 to 7:30 – Meet in the MPR First
23rd – Blue and Gold Dress Down Day
24th – Middletown Homecoming
30th – Progress Reports Issued

OCTOBER
5th – Kunkel Picture Day
10th – No School – Staff Development for Teachers
22nd – Kunkel Family Fun Night (PTO Event)
28th – Kunkel Fall Festival – look for a handout coming home in early October 
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